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The best outdoor fire pits

Looking to bring those dreams of fresh s'mores home? Heat things up with our
top picks for the best fire pits.
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Your backyard get-together will get a warm reception with the best fire pits. sbutterfield,
Pixabay

Sign Up For Goods (&
Product news, reviews, and must-have deals.

Enter your email SIGN UP



https://www.popsci.com/affiliate-disclosure/
https://www.popsci.com/category/gear/
https://www.popsci.com/category/outdoor-gear/
https://www.popsci.com/authors/jenna-glatzer/
https://www.popsci.com/

Terms of Service and_Privacy Policy.

Few things say cool summer nights like a campfire. As the sun
goes down and the temperature drops, what better way to keep
the fun going outdoors than to gather with your family and
friends to share warmth, ambiance, and toasted marshmallows?
But with so many options to choose from—wood-burning fire
pit, fire pit ring, propane fire pit, portable fire pit, etc.—how do
you choose the best fire pit for you or your family? Thanks to
improved technology, there are more good options than ever, so
you can find the best outdoor fire pit to suit your needs whether
you have a swanky deck, patio, gravel pit, or nothing but grass
to set it on.

Best fire pit ring: Giantex 36" Fire Ring

Best for grilling: Bali Outdoors Wood-Burning_Fire Pit with Cooking
Grill

Best smokeless: Solo Stove Bonfire Pit

Best propane: Bond Manufacturing Newcastle Propane Firebowl

The best outdoor fire pits: Reviews &
Recommendations
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Best fire pit ring: Giantex 36" Fire Ring

Giantex 36" Fire Ring

Inno Stage offers several cut-out designs in their heavy-duty steel fire pit rings.

These fire pit rings are portable fire pits for camping, or you can
keep them in your backyard. They come in four pieces, are
simple to assemble, and also include a carrying case. You can
use these fire pit rings by themselves on bare ground or as fire-
pit liners.
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Best for grilling: Bali Outdoors Wood-Burning Fire Pit with
Cooking Grill

Bali Outdoors Wood-Burning Fire Pit with Cooking Girill
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This fire pit gets high marks for its construction quality.
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A traditional wood-burning fire pit on low legs, this outdoor fire
pit is particularly sturdy for long-term use thanks to a
reinforcing ring around its base. Its unusual design allows for a
second-level grill surface: the grill is adjustable up and down
and in a 360-degree circle. It also contains an insert to help

place logs in criss-cross patterns for better burning and has a
small outer ledge around the top.
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Best smokeless: Solo Stove Bonfire Pit

Solo Stove
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The best pick if you love campfires, but don't love the lingering smell that comes
with them.

This Solo Stove smokeless fire pit is made from brushed-finish
stainless steel and looks a bit like a colander on the bottom. It's
designed to feed oxygen to the fire from below, and users agree
that it really does take away just about all of the smoke. If you're
going to use this on a wooden deck or grass, be aware that
you'll need to use the stand that's included with this Solo Stove
Bonfire. This outdoor fire pit also comes with a carrying case.
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Best propane: Bond Manufacturing Newcastle Propane
Eirebowl

Bond Manufacturing Newcastle Propane Firebowl
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This propane fire pit looks elegant on a patio.

SEEIT

Hide your propane tank in this stone-look column, with a
stainless steel fire bowl and an easy-to-use ignition button and
adjustable knob to control the strength of your fire. This outdoor
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fire pit arrives assembled and ready to use. It comes with lava
rocks, but you can swap that out for colored fire glass.

Compare styles to find the fire pit suited to your
family

Chances are good that if you grew up in a camping household,
there was one option and one option only: a wood-burning fire
pit that was likely makeshift and low to the ground. But now
there are multiple types that serve different purposes, and
anyone (or more!) might be the best fire pit for your situation.
Running down additional options, there are propane fire pits and
you can get a tabletop fire pit (wood-burning or propane) if you
prefer; they can come in beautiful vessels and create a
mesmerizing, relaxing display for guests. For those on the go,
you might also want a portable fire pit—one you can pack with
you to go camping, tailgating, or visiting friends. And there are
natural gas fire pits, though they are generally the most
expensive and must be connected to your house's main gas
line; however, that takes away the hassle of having to refill
propane tanks or buy firewood and it's more environmentally
friendly than burning wood.
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Wood you like a classic outdoor fire pit?

Wood-burning fire pits are still the best option for warmth,
especially if you're looking for a fire that can reach a fairly large
radius. They're also generally the cheapest and easiest. But
they come with downsides. First, you'll wind up smelling like,
well, a campfire. It can be hard to get smoke out of clothes and
hair and anyone who's prone to migraines or asthma can have
difficulty with this type of campfire. You'll also need to douse
the fire afterward or wait for the embers to cool down before
you can walk away, and you'll need a place to store wood where
it won't attract bugs or get too wet in the rain. Still, anyone with
nostalgia smoldering within them will enjoy one of these fire
pits.
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Why a smokeless fire pit might be your best bet

If you're sensitive to smoke but still want the feel of a wood-
burning fire pit, you might want a smokeless fire pit, a newer
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technology that's made to significantly lessen the amount of
smoke emitted from a campfire. Some of these use wood logs,
and some use wood chips (which you can buy at most big home
improvement and hardware stores). They're vented at the
bottom and double-walled for insulation. One drawback,
though, is that the flame tends to be vertical—you won't feel the
warmth from more than a few feet away because the heat
doesn't spread out much. That means a smokeless fire pit is not
a great pick for a large group, especially if you don't want to be
forced to huddle up directly next to each other. But it can be
perfect for close-up use and for grilling, and they're easily
portable for travel.
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Dial-in on a fiery experience

Propane fire pits burn cleaner—there’'s no smoke or hot embers
to deal with afterward—and they're easier to control; one button
turns the fire on and off and you can generally dial it up or down
for a bigger or smaller flame. Prices vary widely because
propane fire pits can be highly decorative or more utilitarian and
can have special features like colored fire glass (which you can
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also add on if yours comes with standard lava rocks). Also, they
generally don't get as hot as wood-burning fire pits.
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What you can get for under $60

It's simple to find fire rings under $60 if that's all you need, but
that means you'll need to have ground suitable for it. If you're
looking for more traditional fire pits, you're probably sacrificing
quality to go for a budget type: cheaper quality metal that's
more prone to rust, thinner metal, less sturdy construction, and
fewer accessories such as covers, tools, heat shields, and
grills.

But all of that may be fine with you if you're planning to use a
fire pit occasionally, especially if you can store it in a garage or
shed between uses instead of expecting it to be a permanent
feature on your patio or in your yard.

FAQs

Q: What is the safest fire pit?


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssREclicaoZiGTN3lywoKi4bf4L72Bz8GScuKVpXTrwUJqw8nnrsXj4rCPnOEdfh34XYHjqwZIedx9G9_mSUHzPJpHy7kSXcfWmADepKLGcZuOMAnMLTGHzecskrZtJXPYm1k3GzJgLa2scIX-ulAUuaemZK-vfjGqfUY5Y1KoLCNxA0szmx0NHnzRYar1mlIPFd-6X2p_AZ37kvebXsCOmdF_iSgrtLEoXnAFiH4XdtXnHYz8XpmXtLFMvLL5XiMOuHfd9fEMxVoK5lANRBBwjmAxGNQrU1_J7uJRkiBLPZkP-ZxAoU92AGW4T68tXAdUE-zIRPSBKtYWBPYlh7aZjIlZWsNOnbtcE2Y5h659nHGgAHJCwz5GsopG9L2S-fDiBiWvIH9BZqjLHJZKQt_T4o3H3oB1e6sqLMwEVfMfBeOv6Hpyr1JIxSs9y2x9vW1C4WGWORaNSRoNAyQ2Gd26ClAVPZmyiYAhY2XQZpswxMYWRqic&sai=AMfl-YQAMi_B0MdibzrRodP_eB91hzgvlGxWVRF1j28-yQQaKkc6AmsL1yzXs_0bMTHjdLtV6rx23Dji50ieVAKokZObBRgF_kWA2OFybH749fLDFCwTIMI9ZihMlQtB66VWGnKhWmUyeZ-dZE8SJUQHXeyKkniFP6B9Myl61oUBgJ8Z-RYaww5cy0I9AIbCVn22p53ITQ-PIhdij9F_NK5ZXH0bcA1d_pRc4CpTcLnOjqSUr1g0i_EN0W0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzP5fBHoAol7I&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://rtb.adentifi.com/Clicks%3FcrId%3D466769%3BsId%3D804848%3BlId%3D108818%3BcId%3D18628%3BadExchange%3DTripleLift%3Baction%3Dclick%3BadId%3D15421520-d4ca-11f0-bd75-42010ab202c2%3BadThdId%3Da5d045f09f33b6266f8dbd36e0d6f60d%3BengineId%3D7470864467920699926%3BdIp%3DMjQuMTg0LjQuNDA%3BdIpv6%3D%3BadThdIdCode%3DWEB_MD5_V4%3BdealId%3D0%3BgeoId%3D15553%3BinventoryId%3D282633%3BrtdmIndicator%3D1%3Btimestamp%3D1765262485%3Blat%3DMC4w%3Blong%3DMC4w%3Bdma%3DNTAx%3BstateCode%3D%3Bzip%3DMTE3MzM%3Bredir%3Dhttps://www.betterment.com/investing%253Futm_campaign%253D2025-investing%2526utm_medium%253Ddisplay%2526utm_source%253Ddotdashmeredith%2526utm_content%253Ddrake-maye%2526offer_campaign_id%253DNo%2526dclid%253D%2525edclid!%2526gad_source%253D7
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssREclicaoZiGTN3lywoKi4bf4L72Bz8GScuKVpXTrwUJqw8nnrsXj4rCPnOEdfh34XYHjqwZIedx9G9_mSUHzPJpHy7kSXcfWmADepKLGcZuOMAnMLTGHzecskrZtJXPYm1k3GzJgLa2scIX-ulAUuaemZK-vfjGqfUY5Y1KoLCNxA0szmx0NHnzRYar1mlIPFd-6X2p_AZ37kvebXsCOmdF_iSgrtLEoXnAFiH4XdtXnHYz8XpmXtLFMvLL5XiMOuHfd9fEMxVoK5lANRBBwjmAxGNQrU1_J7uJRkiBLPZkP-ZxAoU92AGW4T68tXAdUE-zIRPSBKtYWBPYlh7aZjIlZWsNOnbtcE2Y5h659nHGgAHJCwz5GsopG9L2S-fDiBiWvIH9BZqjLHJZKQt_T4o3H3oB1e6sqLMwEVfMfBeOv6Hpyr1JIxSs9y2x9vW1C4WGWORaNSRoNAyQ2Gd26ClAVPZmyiYAhY2XQZpswxMYWRqic&sai=AMfl-YQAMi_B0MdibzrRodP_eB91hzgvlGxWVRF1j28-yQQaKkc6AmsL1yzXs_0bMTHjdLtV6rx23Dji50ieVAKokZObBRgF_kWA2OFybH749fLDFCwTIMI9ZihMlQtB66VWGnKhWmUyeZ-dZE8SJUQHXeyKkniFP6B9Myl61oUBgJ8Z-RYaww5cy0I9AIbCVn22p53ITQ-PIhdij9F_NK5ZXH0bcA1d_pRc4CpTcLnOjqSUr1g0i_EN0W0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzP5fBHoAol7I&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://rtb.adentifi.com/Clicks%3FcrId%3D466769%3BsId%3D804848%3BlId%3D108818%3BcId%3D18628%3BadExchange%3DTripleLift%3Baction%3Dclick%3BadId%3D15421520-d4ca-11f0-bd75-42010ab202c2%3BadThdId%3Da5d045f09f33b6266f8dbd36e0d6f60d%3BengineId%3D7470864467920699926%3BdIp%3DMjQuMTg0LjQuNDA%3BdIpv6%3D%3BadThdIdCode%3DWEB_MD5_V4%3BdealId%3D0%3BgeoId%3D15553%3BinventoryId%3D282633%3BrtdmIndicator%3D1%3Btimestamp%3D1765262485%3Blat%3DMC4w%3Blong%3DMC4w%3Bdma%3DNTAx%3BstateCode%3D%3Bzip%3DMTE3MzM%3Bredir%3Dhttps://www.betterment.com/investing%253Futm_campaign%253D2025-investing%2526utm_medium%253Ddisplay%2526utm_source%253Ddotdashmeredith%2526utm_content%253Ddrake-maye%2526offer_campaign_id%253DNo%2526dclid%253D%2525edclid!%2526gad_source%253D7
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Q: Is it OK to leave a fire pit burning overnight? +

Q: Should you put sand in the bottom of the firepit? +

The final word on the best outdoor fire pits for
your backyard

Best fire pit ring: Giantex 36" Fire Ring

Best for grilling: Bali Outdoors Wood-Burning_Fire Pit with Cooking
Grill

Best smokeless: Solo Stove Bonfire Pit

Best propane: Bond Manufacturing Newcastle Propane Firebowl

In the end, the best fire pit for you will take into account a
combination of what you intend to use it for, the appearance
and height you like best, any smoke sensitivities you or your
family may have, and your budget. With so many good options,
though, you're bound to find one that's just right to add the
perfect touch to your summer campout.

2025 PopSci Outdoor Gift Guide

20+ editor-approved presents for the hikers on your list


https://www.amazon.com/Giantex-Burning-Campfire-Wilderness-Backyard/dp/B09474FCDS/?tag=camdenxpsc-20&asc_source=browser&asc_refurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsci.com%2Freviews%2Fbest-outdoor-fire-pit%2F&ascsubtag=0000PS0000362931O1847087220251208220901_5pYYUTnkm32ixI%7E17652624%7E4%7Eubp7w3%7E15rs2cf
https://www.amazon.com/BALI-OUTDOORS-32in-Fire-Grill/dp/B07H94KMZL?tag=camdenxpsc-20&asc_source=browser&asc_refurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsci.com%2Freviews%2Fbest-outdoor-fire-pit%2F&ascsubtag=0000PS0000362931O1847087220251208220901_5pYYUTnkm32ixI%7E17652624%7E4%7Eubp7w3%7Euk9p7g
https://www.amazon.com/BALI-OUTDOORS-32in-Fire-Grill/dp/B07H94KMZL?tag=camdenxpsc-20&asc_source=browser&asc_refurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsci.com%2Freviews%2Fbest-outdoor-fire-pit%2F&ascsubtag=0000PS0000362931O1847087220251208220901_5pYYUTnkm32ixI%7E17652624%7E4%7Eubp7w3%7Euk9p7g
https://www.amazon.com/Solo-Stove-Portable-Outdoor-Firepit/dp/B0B7B6MPMK/?tag=camdenxpsc-20&asc_source=browser&asc_refurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsci.com%2Freviews%2Fbest-outdoor-fire-pit%2F&ascsubtag=0000PS0000362931O1847087220251208220901_5pYYUTnkm32ixI%7E17652624%7E4%7Eubp7w3%7E1v52lpy
https://www.amazon.com/Bond-63172-Newcastle-Propane-Firebowl/dp/B001H1HL76/?tag=camdenxpsc-20&asc_source=browser&asc_refurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsci.com%2Freviews%2Fbest-outdoor-fire-pit%2F&ascsubtag=0000PS0000362931O1847087220251208220901_5pYYUTnkm32ixI%7E17652624%7E4%7Eubp7w3%7E66mx46
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JENNA GLATZER

Why Trust Popular Science

Popular Science started writing about technology more than 150 years
ago. There was no such thing as “gadget writing” when we published
our first issue in 1872, but if there was, our mission to demystify the
world of innovation for everyday readers means we would have been
all over it. Here in the present, PopSci is fully committed to helping
readers navigate the increasingly intimidating array of devices on the
market right now.

Our writers and editors have combined decades of experience
covering and reviewing consumer electronics. We each have our own
obsessive specialties—from high-end audio to video games to
cameras and beyond—but when we're reviewing devices outside of
our immediate wheelhouses, we do our best to seek out trustworthy
voices and opinions to help guide people to the very best
recommendations. We know we don’t know everything, but we're
excited to live through the analysis paralysis that internet shopping
can spur so readers don't have to.

Find out more about our product evaluation process.
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